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The last two climate activists holed up beneath a German village due to be destroyed for the expansion of a 
nearby coal mine left the site on Monday. 


The activists - identified only by their nicknames "Pinky" and "Brain" - had remained inside a self-dug tunnel for 
days in a bid to prevent heavy equipment from being brought in to bulldoze the hamlet of Luetzerath, west of 
Cologne. 


Meanwhile, anti-coal protests continued in the region, with eight activists chaining themselves to a giant digger at 
another nearby mine and others abseiling from a bridge to block access to Luetzerath. Boths of those protests 
ended after several hours. 


Activists have cited the symbolic importance of Luetzerath for years, and thousands of people demonstrated 
Saturday against the razing of the village by RWE energy company for the expansion of the Garzweiler coal mine. 


Police and RWE began evicting activists Wednesday from Luetzerath. By Sunday, they said the operation had 
almost finished. 


The government and RWE say the coal beneath Luetzerath is needed to ensure Germany's energy supply in the 
coming years. Environmental campaigners and scientists dispute this and warn that burning tens of millions of tons 
of coal would undermine Germany's climate goals. 


Luisa Neubauer, a prominent activist who attended the demonstration Saturday together with Greta Thunberg, said 
the police handling of the protest had been a "very shocking experience" for many. 


The battle over Luetzerath has caused rifts within the Green Party, which is part of the national government and in 
the state where the mines are located. 


Climate activist Neubauer, who is a member of the party, criticized its leadership for supporting an agreement 
resulting in the destruction of Luetzerath. 


"| would expect that many, many people who were there and who protested with us voted Green," she said, adding 
that the deal with energy company RWE "doesn't have a robust scientific foundation." 
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"To be honest, | don't know whether the Green leadership is currently aware of what they've done," Neubauer 
added. 


Ricarda Lang, the party's co-leader, defended the agreement with RWE, describing it as a compromise which had 
resulted in the deadline for coal extraction in western Germany being brought forward by eight years to 2030 and 
ensured that five other villages won't be touched. 


The Associated Press 


Classification 


Language: ENGLISH 


Publication-Type: Newspaper 


Subject: NEGATIVE MISC NEWS (90%); PROTESTS & DEMONSTRATIONS (90%); TRENDS & EVENTS (90%); 
AGREEMENTS (89%); CLIMATE ACTION (78%); GOVERNMENT & PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (72%) 


Company: RWE ENERGIE AG (56%); ASSOCIATED PRESS (50%) 


Industry: SIC4932 GAS & OTHER SERVICES COMBINED (56%); SIC4911 ELECTRIC SERVICES (56%); 
$IC7383 NEWS SYNDICATES (50%); COAL MINING (91%); ENERGY & UTILITIES (90%); COAL INDUSTRY 
(89%) 


Person: GRETA THUNBERG (58%) 


Geographic: GERMANY (92%) 


Load-Date: January 17, 2023 


End of Document 


